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These instances must suffice. As already said, very few living 
scholars know enough at once of Greek and of Plato and Aristotle to 
translate Plotinus. And unfortunately, in spite of his enthusiasm, 
his industry, his fluent and readable style, and the practical sufficiency 
of his version for some purposes, Dr. Guthrie is not of the few. 

Paul Shorey 
University of Chicago 



AN ESSAY ON PHILO 

In a recent monograph the ideas and the language of Philo, the 
famous Jewish scholar of Alexandria, are examined with a view to 
showing that he was a consistent Platonist. 1 Philo's extensive debt to 
Plato has usually been recognized, but several modern interpreters have 
ascribed to him a considerable measure of eclecticism including stoical 
and mystical features so characteristic of the Hellenistic culture of 
Alexandria in Philo's day. The present essay is an emphatic protest 
against this modern tendency. The author allows that occasionally 
Philo's language was colored by the popular eclecticism of the time, 
but in general such phraseology is only an apparent and not an essen- 
tial deviation from pure Platonism. Either these aberrations were 
already present in Plato or else Philo's language is to be understood 
in a purely metaphorical sense. However much his literary style may 
show the influence of different schools, the content of his thinking always 
retains its integrity; he never departs "at all from the unity and con- 
sistency of his own thought." This contention is defended by a careful 
statistical examination of Philo's ideas regarding ultimate reality, 
intermediate powers, man's soul and its powers, and ethics. A final 
chapter deals especially with the influence of Plato upon the phraseology 
of Philo. 

Although the author supports his views by numerous references to 
both Philo and Plato, his argument does not always carry conviction. 
That Philo was extensively influenced by Platonism every serious 
student of the subject probably will allow without question, but that 
he was only superficially affected by the syncretistic elements in the 
immediate cultural milieu of Alexandria is much more doubtful. At 
least it is highly unsatisfactory to pass over this phase of the problem 
in comparative silence. It may be relatively easy for us moderns, 
enjoying the seclusion of a twentieth-century library with Plato's works 

1 The Platonism of Philo Judaeus. By Thomas H. Billings. Chicago: Uni- 
versity of Chicago Press, 1919. viii+ 105 pages. $1.00. 
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on one hand and Philo's on the other, to show by the citation of proof- 
texts what seems to us to be the pure Platonism of Philo, but the ques- 
tion can hardly be settled with historical assurance until it has been 
approached from the point of view of Philo's own cultural and social 
environment. The stimuli in his surroundings which prompted him to 
philosophize and the ends which his philosophy were designed to serve 
in his immediate situation are matters of first-rate importance in this 
connection. The present thesis would have carried much greater 
conviction had its author set out by showing that the adoption of a 
pure Platonism would have served best the specific needs and tastes 
which the historical conditions of the time imposed upon Philo. 

On the other hand, the peculiar historical environment of Philo 
and the special task which he set himself to accomplish certainly would 
not predispose one to find in his writings a rigid adherence to consistent 
Platonism. It must be remembered that Philo was a Jew and that 
he always remained, at least to his own satisfaction, a loyal adherent 
to the faith of his fathers. As an apologist for Judaism he sought to 
convince not only Platonists but every other type of Hellenistic thinker 
and religionist that the Jewish faith was worthy of acceptance by Gen- 
tiles. Under these circumstances he might readily appropriate for his 
exposition of Jewish religious thinking items from different philosophies 
then current, notwithstanding what may seem to us to be inherent 
logical contradictions. Even had Philo's interest been less strongly 
practical and more distinctly dialectical, as an eclectic he would have 
been by no means a strange phenomenon in that day. And whether 
he would have so revered Plato above all other philosophers of the time 
as to make himself a pure Platonist, either deliberately or unconciously, 
seems open to question. Another point needing further investigation 
is the genetic connection of Philo's thinking with that of possible Jewish 
predecessors in the schools of Alexandria. 

We hope that Professor Billings may find it possible at an early date 
to employ his extensive familiarity with Philonic literature in further 
investigations within this attractive field. 

Shirley Jackson Case 

University op Chicago 



THE INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT OF AUGUSTINE 

So much has already been written about Augustine that at first 
sight one might doubt the propriety of attempting any new discussion 
of the subject. Yet a French scholar has recently undertaken on an 



